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The French Centre for Palliative Care and End-of-Life collects and analyses official data related to end-of-life and palliative care in France, whether concerning the
availability of palliative care, mortality, or healthcare activity. A French Atlas of Palliative Care is published regularly to show how these data evolve across the country.

The Atlas aims to provide an overview of the palliative care provision and end-of-life pathways according to the patient’s place of residence.

The fourth edition of the Atlas presents demographic data, such as the aging of the population and life expectancy. It also includes an analysis of palliative care needs,
based on mortality, causes of death.
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WHERE IS PALLIATIVE CARE PROVIDED? IS PALLIATIVE CARE AVAILABLE IN ALL PLACE OF LIVING ?

In hospitals, there are palliative care units (PCU), dedicated to specialized palliative care, and identified palliative care beds (IPCB), which are beds in medical
wards, where professionnals are supported by mobile palliative care teams.

At home, general practitioners (GP) can provide palliative care with a new coding called « palliative care visit ».

Home hospitalization can also provide palliative care in patients’ home or in nursing home if necessary.
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Nearly 125,000 people died while receiving palliative care in 2024. In France, palliative care is hospital-centered. However, inequalities exist, as 18 French
areas do not have a Palliative Care Unit. A ten-year strategy for the development of palliative care started in 2024, with the aim of creating palliative care units

and expanding palliative care outside hospital at the primary care level.
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